Robert J. Kearns

5300 Dogwood Lane

Portland, OR 97225

Contact Cell Phone: (443) 254 -8860

Email Address:  firecontrol692@earthlink.net
EXPERIENCE

08/2003 to 08/2006; Smithsonian Institution Libraries (www.sil.si.edu) -- Public Affairs Specialist; 10th & Constitution Ave NW, Washington, D.C; Nancy Gwinn, 202-633-2240; may contact supervisor.

PRINT & MULTIMEDIA -- Plan, design, and oversee production of printed material, including books, newsletters, brochures, flyers, posters, manuals, reports, etc. utilizing graphic design skills and various software. Develop requests for proposal sent to competitive vendors containing page/cover layout, page count, selection of paper stock, size and style or type, ink selection, typographic styles, photo selection and layout, best and most cost effective method of reproduction: digital, offset lithography, silkscreen, etc. Produce and/or coordinate production of final artwork for printing. Develop, design and oversee production of display and exhibit materials. Interface with audio-visual, new media, photographic and technical services personnel to produce live web cast and Power Point presentations. Coordinate post-production to enable video streaming to web. Place orders with Smithsonian Photographic Services to shoot special events, exhibitions and VIPs. Provide independent digital photography of staff, public and special events, exhibition openings and VIPs with Nikon D200 10.2 megapixel digital camera. Crop, edit, enhance and archive photos and other images into Libraries' databases, using Adobe PhotoShop and other image processing hardware and software. Write, edit items and place images on Press Room pages of "Galaxy of Knowledge" web site at www.sil.si.edu. Prepare for FTP upload using Dreamweaver web editing software.

WRITING & EDITING -- Serve as editor, lead writer and publications coordinator for the Smithsonian Libraries Annual Report. Serve as editor, lead writer, desktop publisher and publication coordinator of the Libraries' semi-annual newsletter, "INFORMATION," using Adobe InDesign and Quark Xpress software; serve as editor and publication coordinator of the Dibner Library of the History of Science and Technology semi-annual newsletter, "Dibner Library News." Edit and oversee design, publication, fulfillment and distribution of the annual Dibner Library Lecture; work with lecturer from scientific community to meld lecture content and images into a soft-cover book distributed gratis to national and international science and research libraries, members of the scientific community and the public. Register publications with Library of Congress for Cataloging in Publication. Write, edit and provide article information and images for key Smithsonian Institution publications: "Smithsonian" magazine; "The Torch," monthly Smithsonian staff newsletter; "Blue Bulletin," bi-monthly staff updates. Provide entries for the Smithsonian Institution Annual Report. Serve as chief writer and editor for quarterly, semi-annual and annual Regents Reports. 

PUBLIC RELATIONS & MARKETING -- Provide public information and publicity to promote and market the Smithsonian Institution Libraries to the worldwide research community, scholars, potential donors and the general public. Provide writing and editorial services for the preparation, review and production of printed and online information resources that facilitate the work of the Libraries. Proofread current information obtained from within Smithsonian Institution research or public facilities; write and edit pieces about public exhibitions, events, programs, activities and services. Produce information about the Libraries for regularly recurring reports and public service announcements. Develop cooperative program with community relations managers at regional booksellers to promote and market exhibitions at the Smithsonian Libraries Exhibition Gallery and lectures at the National Museum of American History. 

MEDIA & OUTREACH -- Serve as primary point of contact with the media; write and place news releases, stories, promotional publicity, and display advertising in a variety of media vehicles, including newspapers, magazines, television networks and online channels. Escort media contacts and dignitaries at special events and programs. Arrange physical placement of brochures and flyers in National Mall museums and key metropolitan bookstores. Create, maintain and update distribution lists for newsletters and regular mailings using Access and Excel programs. Maintain and update media databases with Bacon's Media and other software tools. Serve on Exhibition Planning Committee, contributing creative ideas and publicity plans for development and exhibition activities. Serve on Educational Outreach Committee, charged with short and long-term planning of activities which educate, promote and market the Smithsonian Libraries and its resources. Create mechanism for attendee tracking/feedback for event improvement. Prepare annual public affairs office communications plan with budget for Development Officer and the Director of the Libraries. 

NOTABLE ACCOMPLISHMENTS: Coordinated: first live web cast of historian and popular author Nathaniel Philbrick; CNN broadcast at Transit of Venus observation event; Alhurra TV satellite broadcast of rare book libraries to Middle East. Obtained significant article placements in The Washington Post, The New York Times and Science magazine. Outstanding rating, 2004 Performance Appraisal. 

11/1998 to 07/2003; Taking Care of Business -- Web Developer, Photographer, Copywriter, Graphic Designer; P.O. Box 1671; Coupeville, WA 98239; Kathleen Nellis , 503-819-6817; may contact supervisor. 

CONSULTATION: Meet with clients to establish target markets, preferred visual elements, graphic design direction and budget. Plan and write outline of design, content and communication goals in MS Word or Corel WordPerfect, and determine copywriting tone and flow. Create lists of proposed graphic devices and photographic images from client-provided and researched information and data. 

CREATION: Write and edit final copy for web and printed matter projects. Prepare visual graphic image composites in MS Image Composer, MS Publisher, MS PowerPoint and other PC and Mac OS based desktop publishing software. Design and prepare multiple image digital vignettes in Jasc PaintShop Pro and Adobe Photo DeLuxe utilizing PC Clipboard for cross application transfers. Scout photo shoot locations for best day or evening lighting. Shoot digital and 35mm film photographs on location and in studio with natural, 5000 degree Kelvin incandescent and flash lighting; shoot people, products, scenes, and panoramas; live and staged. Shoot digital photographs in field and download digital storage cards to mobile laptop computer to free up camera memory. Employ Adobe PhotoShop, Adobe Photo DeLuxe, Jasc PaintShop Pro and Olympus Camedia programs to process, color correct, enhance, crop, convert and place tiff and jpeg photos into digital reference file folders for future image management and web development usage. Scan reflective image art and positive image photographs. Create web site folders using MS FrontPage, DreamWeaver, Netscape Composer and HTML. Build individual web pages with active links to rest of local web and Internet. Place created and contracted graphics, maps, diagrams, charts, tables, graphs, drawings, line art and halftones, jpeg photographs and gif animations on web site or printed matter as required. Check compatibility and resolution in commonly used browsers and monitors; i.e., MS Internet Explorer and Netscape Navigator . Meet and telecommute with outside vendors, suppliers and services to establish client presence on Web. Search databases for Universal Resource Locator (URL), and trade name issues. Register URL for client and provide technical and contact information to Domain Name Server (DNS) for URL transfer to local host provider. Place subscription for URL in client's name, secure hosting service for client; ensure compatibility with local Internet Service Provider (ISP). Continuously review and maintain client web sites as needed. Provide technical guidance and train clients in digital file folder creation, digital camera operation, photo file archiving, access to digital photo software and photo files across client local area network or LAN, MS FrontPage programming and operation. Convert MS Excel files to PDF files for internet transmission and reception for  Mac OS usage. Burn web folders and digital photo files onto CDs for client and development group. 

MULTIMEDIA: Shoot digital videotape using mini DV format. Write script, record live voice narrations and canned music tracks. Produce sound on slide presentations in MS PowerPoint. Edit and assemble digital multimedia video presentations with linear editing platform Adobe Premier for final output in QuickTime Movie or AVI format. Edit with Mac imovie platform; transcribe to VHS and miniDV formats. Work effectively to meet tight deadlines and schedules. 

ADMINISTRATION: Develop small office LAN. Purchase and install network interface cards (NIC's), data/fax modems as needed. Direct satellite dish, 4-station hub and wiring installation for Internet feed. Create account management profiles in Lotus Organizer for ongoing client follow-up and appointments. Maintain address book in MS Outlook and Outlook Express for inbound and outbound email. Detail account transactions in Intuit QuickBooks Pro for budget reconciliation, vendor subcontracts. Create reports for cash flow, profit and taxation requisites. Troubleshoot, upgrade and maintain office gear, including PC computers and software, laser and inkjet printers, CRT and LCD monitors, scanners. 

CONTINUING EDUCATION: Study and train for utilization of latest hardware, software and languages, including Windows, DreamWeaver, FrontPage, Dragon voice recognition and digital video cameras and programs: Adobe Premier, DV Motion, DV Gate, DV Still for mini-DV format. Develop multimedia models for mpeg compression and CD distribution. Attend local trade fairs and conferences; regional and national computer hardware and software exhibitions, such as COMDEX at Las Vegas. 

02/1989 to 11/1998; Self-employed Communications Consultant; Manufacturers' Rep, 2701 California Ave. SW, Box 215, Seattle, WA 98116

COMMUNICATIONS CONSULTANT: Obtain and research relevant technical data and information about client products and services. Write text and advertising copy for collateral materials: 4-color process brochures, two-color slicks, single color flyers. Reduce technical specifications to B2B or B2C buyer-friendly text, and write copy for trade publication advertising, sales flyers, price lists, introductory news releases. Place new product announcements in national trade magazines. Place four color printed advertising with national media. Arrange and coordinate national press conference for infrared-based cordless keyboard in Atlanta, Georgia; videotaped and televised by CNN Broadcasting. Rough-script, direct, shoot and produce 3/4" and VHS video productions for training on diesel generator electric sets for emergency back-up power systems for NC Machinery, Seattle, WA. Plan graphic design and write copy for commercial web site; provide email feedback mechanism using alphanumeric paging. 

MANUFACTURERS' REP: Design booths, attend and exhibit in regional and national trade shows, such as COMDEX, for the computer accessory segment. Meet and develop strategic alliances with manufacturers and distributors. Develop marketing programs for sales in wholesale, VAR and retailing channels. 

06/1982 to 12/1988; ProLine Graphic Tools -- General Manager; 250 SW 43rd Street, Renton, WA 98056 

GENERAL DUTIES: Design, develop and oversee printing, manufacture, sales and distribution of complete line of pin-registered layout products for graphic designers, graphic artists, lithographic and serigraphic printers, advertising agencies, cell animators--ProBoards, ProClear, ProPins, ProTabs. Product line description: non-reproduction blue grids with black registration targets and crop marks manufactured to standard layout specifications, drilled with two 1/4" round holes: 8 1/2 x 11, 11 x 17, full and quarter page newspaper advertisements, corporate identity with letterhead, standard letter envelope and 4-up, 2 x 3 1/2 business card layouts on single sheet; matching pre-cut, ink erasable surface, 4 mil transparent overlay for precise color registration of two or more colors; 1/4" round stainless steel registration pin; self-adhesive registration tabs punched with 1/4" round holes for alignment over above pins. Design and subcontract manufacture of steel wire, powder coated freestanding retail POP display racks containing full product line. Inspect printed materials and manufactured goods to maintain critical quality control over dimensional specifications. 

EVENT COORDINATION: Plan, design, execute booth design and attend commercial art, graphic and printing exhibitions and trade fairs throughout U.S. and Canada. Ship and assemble exhibit booths on location. Meet and demonstrate ProLine product group to end-users, vendors, retailers and distributors. Sell and freely distribute product line at shows to create market momentum. Create database for future prospecting and sales to target markets. 

ADVERTISING: Create all company and product group names, logos and identities. Design and write promotional literature, including show flyers, collateral marketing materials, product line brochures, multi-color magazine advertisements and line price lists. Specify typographic fonts, faces and styles. Provide process camera-ready artwork or veloxes, select PMS colors; review and correct color matched proofs, check folding Dylux dummies for folds and size accuracy. Place advertising in national, regional newspaper and trade magazine media. Obtain space in largest national art materials catalogs: Charrette, Alvin and Co., Art Brown Bros., Flax, Hawaiian Art, H.G. Daniels, Pacific Art Supply, Seattle Art, Pasadena Art Supply, Silver Lead and paint, etc. 

08/1978 to 06/1982; Design Group Northwest -- Co-Creative Director; Copy Chief; Account Manager; 21026 84th Avenue South, Kent, WA 98031; 

CREATIVE: Design and write copy for full service graphic production advertising agency, specializing in providing complete commercial art and visual spectrum for client, from concept to camera ready art and other finished productions: corporate identities, four color process catalogs, import and homeland product package design, brochures, posters, newspaper and magazine ads, 35mm slide and sound multiple projector presentations. Media placements in local, regional and national newspaper, trade and consumer publications. Video advertising for commercial broadcast on local network. Worked with team of designers, photographers and typographers to develop original airbrush poster art. game--hugely successful audience response. 

ACCOUNT MANAGEMENT: Develop client accounts by referral, telephone solicitation, direct mail marketing, newspaper and magazine media advertising, membership in and regular attendance at community commerce organizations and professional advertising associations. Establish client database and use regular letter campaigns and monthly newsletters to maintain periodic contact. Assist Business Manager in developing bookkeeping procedures for clients and vendors using Safeguard Systems one-write accounting methods. OTHER DUTIES: One of company points of contact for legal affairs regarding issues with copyrights, trademarks, patents and corporate security. 

NOTABLE ACCOMPLISHMENT: Design Group Northwest produced first full page, full color magazine ad in U.S. for Nintendo USA video games division for SPACE FIREBIRD.

11/1976 to 08/1978; Knapp Printing Company (division of KP Graphics) -- Graphic Consultant, Sales Representative; 710 NE Tillamook, Portland, OR 97212; 

Meet with clients to determine specific printing needs: one-to-four color process for pamphlets, brochures, catalogs, advertising slicks, flyers, technical manuals, multi-part carbon or NCR carbonless forms, punched and strung hang-tags. Assist with design direction, copywriting, typography fonts, faces and styles, Pantone Matching System (PMS) ink colors, paper stocks: textures, colors, uncoated book or clay coated enamel, C1S or C2S. Provide written time and cost estimates to client from Production Manager and General Manager. Review paper, Dylux, separations, 3M Color key and folding dummy proofs with client, marking up with standard printing industry terms and typographers' marks. Prepare annual sales goals for General Manager's company budget; attend local and regional company and corporate sales meetings.

EDUCATION

Western Washington University, Bellingham, WA;  B.S. Visual Communications, 1976; 3.54 out of 4 Point GPA; 150+ Quarter Hours. Honors: Cum Laude Graduate, Dean’s List

Highline Community College, Des Moines, WA; General Education, Business requirements, 1969; 3.73 out of 4 Point GPA; 27 Quarter Hours 

U. S. Navy Fire Control Technician School, Bainbridge, MD; Electronics Tech School, 1966

Highline High School, Burien, WA; 1965; Diploma

PROFESSIONAL TRAINING

Adobe InDesign CS Training (PageMaker Replacement), 2005 

Adobe Photo Shop 7.0 Training, 2004 

MS PowerPoint Training, 2004 

MS Excel Level 1 Training, 2004 

QuarkXpress 5.0 Training, 2003 

Children's book writing course, 20 hrs, 12-88 

Adult literacy trainer course, 6 hrs, 06-88 

PROFESSIONAL RATINGS, AWARDS, AND RECOGNITIONS

Four performance recognition awards at Smithsonian Institution, 2003, 2004, 2005 

Vice President, USS Allen M. Sumner (DD-692) Reunion Association 

Outstanding Scholar rating for federal service

OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION

Member, Tin Can Sailors Association

Former member: Central Whidbey Chamber of Commerce, Seattle Chamber of Commerce, Seattle Advertising Federation, and American Advertising Federation 

Client websites published: www.jolleyfamilydentistry.com; www.yonkman.com; www.pnbestco.com; www.advancedbuildingconsultants.com 

Photograph published as front cover shot for "Inside Look" magazine, Verizon directory, Greater Whidbey Island, 2002. 

Series of eight (8) digital photographs selected for use in Central Whidbey Chamber brochure, 2002 edition; 

Personal marketing URL: www.bobkearns.com -- professional digital photographic highlights 

U.S. MILITARY SERVICE INFORMATION

Active Duty: 10/1965 to 08/1968 - U.S. Navy

Campaign badges and/or expeditionary medals received: Commander Seventh Fleet Unit Citation; 

Combat Action Ribbon 

Meritorious Unit Commendation; 

Viet Nam Service Medal with 2 stars; 

Viet Nam Campaign Medal with device; 

National Service Medal 

Honorable Discharge
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